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wall there was found a fine staircase leading to the 
lower level. Below is a long corridor giving access 
to an interesting series of rooms that belonged to 
what is undoubtedly the best preserved Mithraeum in 
existence. At the entrance of the temple proper is a 
square room, the pronaos. The doorway entering 
the sanctuary is well marked. The Mithraeum is 
divided into three divisions, the central nave, and, 
on either side, low bases sloping toward the side 
walls; upon these bases the worshippers rechned to 
view the initiation rites. The bases are about three 
feet high and in front of them runs a long seat, 
slightly lower, on which the various orders of the 
priests may have sat. The roof is supported by six 
heavy pillars, three on each side of the nave. The 
floor of the nave is in black and white mosaic. Low 
down on the face of the bases above described are 
cut four semi-circular niches in which doubtless 
lamps were placed which cast a dim light in the 
otherwise dark chamber. 

Near the entrance of the temple is a round opening 
in the floor containing a large terracotta jar with a 
cover of marble; in this may have been the water 
for the purifying ablutions. Farther along is a 
square crypt about six feet deep communicating by 
an underground passage with the adjoining room 
(see below). This crypt is explained as the place 
where the new initiate was baptised with the blood 
of the bull slain in the sanctuary above. 

At the end wall opposite the main doorway is a 
base about ten inches high terminating on one side 
in a triangle. Above, in the wall, was a niche occu- 
pied, it is believed, by a transparent slab of marble 
representing Mithras slaying the bull; numerous 
fragments of this slab have been found. 

At the left of the sanctuary, as one faces the main 
entrance, is the sacristy, and at the right are two 
rooms connected with the cult. In the first, lighted 
by a window is a staircase that leads down to the 
secret passage communicating with the crypt in the 
temple ; higher up a small opening passes through the 
thick partition wall, through which the priest speak- 
ing could convey to the worshippers on the other 
side the impression that they were listening to the 
utterances of the god himself. The other room, also 
lighted by a window, has a long bench not far from 
three feet high, which runs along one side. In this 
room the animals for sacrifice may have been kept 
or the initiates may here have dressed and prepared 
themselves for the ceremony. 

Mithraic inscriptions in Greek were found in the 
excavation of the site. In the sacristy a nude female 
statute, probably of Venus, was brought to light. 

At the west angle of the peribolus wall of the 
Baths a large rectangular-shaped hall has been ex- 
cavated and identified as a library. It has the 
orientation prescribed by Vitruvius, it i? isolated^ and 



has in the walls rows of niches far book-cases 
(armaria). Excavations will be made during the 
winter in the reservoir section of the Baths. 

Walter Dennison. 
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